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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

WEOBLE  Y  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  this  Joint  Annual  Report,  I  wish  to  thank 
Mr.  Morley,  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  a  considerable  pro¬ 
portion  of  it,  and  for  his  cooperation  in  the  past  year. 

It  will  be  noticed  that,  for  Birth  and  Death  Rates  this  year 
two  sets  of  figures  have  been  put  in,  called  the  “  Crude  ”  and 
“Adjusted  ’’  Rates,  and  these  are  compared  with  the  rates  for 
England  and  Wales.  These  two  sets  of  figures,  in  each  case,  are 
widely  different. 

The  “Crude”,  rate  is  obtained  from  the  actual  figure  of  births 
or  deaths  occuring  during  the  year  in  the  population  of  the  district, 
and  is  widely  affected  by  changes  in  population  structure,  that  is 
to  say,  districts  with  a  high  proportion  of  elderly  people  show  a 
low  birth  rate  and  a  high  death  rate,  and  vice  versa.  The  figures, 
therefore,  are  not  so  much  an  indication  of  the  health  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  but  its  age  structure. 

The  Registrar  General  produces  for  each  district,  each  year, 
what  is  known  as  a  Comparability  Factor,  which,  applied  to  the 
“  Crude  ”  rate,  gives  a  figure  the  “Adjusted  ”  rate,  which  is  the 
rate  which  would  be  expected  were  the  age  and  sex  structure  of 
the  district  population  the  same  as  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  is  higher  than  the 
England  and  W  ales  Rate,  and  the  Death  Rate  lower.  This  means 
firstly  that  the  young  married  people  are  having  more  children  than 
the  average,  but  that  there  are  fewer  such  families ;  and  secondly 
that  the  general  health  of  the  population  is  good,  but  that  there 
are  a  large  number  of  older  people. 

The  depopulation  of  the  countryside  of  its  young  people  is  not 
likely  to  be  stopped  when  the  physical  conditions  of  the  district’s 
housing,  as  revealed  in  the  Inspector’s  part  of  the  report  are 
considered. 

Of  the  444  houses  so  far  surveyed  in  the  district,  only  130  of 
these  are  classified  as  being  satisfactory  in  all  respects,  and  99 
are  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  beyond  repair 
at  reasonable  expense. 

In  view  of  this  high  percentage  of  unfit  houses,  which  presum¬ 
ably  obtains  also  in  the  so  far  unsurveyed  areas,  and  of  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  rehousing  the  Council’s  nominees  in  Foxley  Camp  in  1961, 
there  would  seem  to  be  an  urgent  housing  problem  facing  the 
Council  over  the  next  five  years. 

G.  D.  K.  NEEDHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Estimated  mid-year  home  population 
Average  number  of  persons  per  acre 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Rateable  Value  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ... 


49,727 

6,960 

•14 

2,050 

•04 

34 

£34,707 

£136 


LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS. 

Live  Births  : 


•*!  '  ’ 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

69 

58 

127 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

11 

/  ».  ; •  .  ,  i 

75 

62 

138 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000 

est.  mid-year  home  population  : 

1058 

1957  1056 

1955 

1954 

Weobley  R.D.  (Crude) 

19-8 

23*3  21  *6 

22-8 

19-6 

,,  ,,  (Adjusted) 

20-8 

24-5  22-9 

24- 1 

20-8 

England  and  Wales... 

16-4 

161  15*7 

150 

15*2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  : 

Per  cent,  of  total  live  births — Weobley  R.I>.  ...  7  9 

England  and  Wales  ...  4  9 

Still  Births  : 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  ...  1  3 

Illegitimate  ...  -  - 

1  3 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  : 


1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

Weobley  R.D. 

28*1 

18-0 

260 

30  7 

2!  *6 

England  and  Wales... 

2L6 

22-4 

23  0 

23- 1 

240 

Fotal  Live  and  Still  Births 

; 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

70 

61 

131 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

1  1 

76 

66 

142 

Total 

4 

4 
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INFANt  death  rates. 


Neonatal  Mortality  : 


Deaths  of  Infants  under 

4  Weeks  Old 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . ..  1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  ...  1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

live  births  : 

Weobley  R.l>. 

2L7 

England  and  Wales 

162 

i natal  Mortality  : 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Week  Old 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate  ...  1 

1 

3  3  6 


Lerinatal  Mortality  Rate 

per  1,000  live 

and  still  births 

! 

Weobley  R.D. 

•  •  • 

42*2 

England  and  Wales 

35*1 

ant  Mortality  : 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  One  Ye 

AR  OF 

Age 

(including  those  under  4  wee’ 

ks)  : 

Males  Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births: 

Weobley  R.D. — 

1958  1957 

195(5 

1955 

1954 

Total 

217  12-2 

26-7 

38*0 

5L4 

Legitimate 

15-7  6-5 

28-0 

395 

55-1 

Illegitimate  ... 

90-9  100  0 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

England  and  Wales- 

1958  1957 

1950 

1955 

l‘.)5l 

Total 

22*5  231 

23-7 

24'9 

25-4 

Legitimate  ... 

22-3  22-8 

23-5 

24-6 

25- 1 

Illegitimate  ... 

27-8  30-0 

28*  7 

3L7 

32-0 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Total  number  of  Maternal  Deaths  ...  Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  : 

Weobley  R.D.  ...  Nil 

Eng-land  and  Wales  ...  0*35 


DEATHS. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  number  of  deaths  from  all 

causes 

42 

24 

66 

Death  Rate  .per  1,000  est.  mid-year  home  population  : 

1958 

1957 

195C 

1955 

1954 

Weobley  R.D.  (Crude)  03 

1 1*9 

11*7 

1 0*4 

1 1  4 

,,  ,,  (Adjusted)  8-9 

11*4 

111 

91 

10*0 

England  and  Wales...  11*7 

115 

i  r-7 

11*7 

!  1  *3 

Cancer. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  deaths  from  Malignant  Disease 

4 

1 

5 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  est 

.  mid-year  home  population  : 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

Weobley  R.D.  ...  0*72 

2-42 

2-45 

2*31 

2  16 

England  and  Wales...  2*12 

2-09 

2-08 

2-10 

203 

Cardio- Vascular  Disease. 

Total  Deaths  from  Cardio-Vascular  Males  Females 

Total 

Disease 

19 

17 

36 

Cardo-Vascular  Death  Rate  per 

1,000  est.  mid 

.year  home 

population  : 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

Weobley  R.D.  ...  5*17 

512 

5-77 

4*91 

4-75 

England  and  Wales...  6  07 

5-84 

6-00 

5-99 

5-83 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis). 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  Deaths  from  Respiratory 

Disease 

4 

3 

7 

Respiratory  Disease  Death  Rate  per  1,000  est.  mid-year 

home 

population 

• 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

Weobley  R.D.  ...  100 

0-85 

1  44 

0-72 

058 

England  and  Wales...  137 

1*38 

1-35 

1  32 

1*15 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

___ 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

— 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

— 

2 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

6 

8 

14 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

4 

2 

6 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

— 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

7 

6 

13 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

— 

1 

r 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

4 

Bronchitis 

2 

— 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

f  leer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

1 

5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

All  other  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

Total  ... 

42 

24 

66 
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Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  Non-Pulmonary 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOIIFIED  IN  NORTH  HEREFORDSHIRE 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1958 
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COMPARATIVE  FIGURES  FOR  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
WE  OB  LEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


DISEASE 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

Whooping  Cou^li 

11 

13 

41 

7 

81 

Measles 

143 

107 

118 

106 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

10 

— 

5 

14 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

A cu  t  e  I  *  ne  u  mon  i  a 

5 

16 

13 

10 

8 

Dysentery 

— 

10 

4 

6 

10 

Food  Poisoning- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis, 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis, 

Pulmonary 

2 

5 

2 

12 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
Paralytic 

— . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, 

Non- Paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Malaria 

(contracted  abroad) 

- 1— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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COMPARATIVE  FIGURES  FOR  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
NORTH  HEREFORDSHIRE 


DISEASE 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

Whooping-  Cough 

39 

192 

87 

104 

310 

Measles 

258 

144 

561' 

649 

24 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

71 

42 

33 

79 

Erysipelas 

2 

7 

8 

6 

6 

Acute  Pneumonia 

14 

49 

20 

20 

23 

Dysentery 

16 

38 

7 

6 

15 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

10 

— 

— 

4 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

i  ■ 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 

Tuberculosis, 

Pulmonary 

7 

33 

19 

28 

25 

Tuberculosis, 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

3 

4 

6 

9 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
Paralytic 

— 

12 

1 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
Non-Paralytic 

— 

14 

3 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malaria 

(contracted  abroad) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 
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COMPARATIVE  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Notifications 

North 

Herefordshiie 

England 
and  Wales 

Whooping  Cough 

100 

0-74 

Measles 

6-70 

5  08 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0-72 

0-86 

Erysipelas 

005 

007 

Acute  Pneumonia 

0-36 

0  49 

Dysentery 

0-41 

0-84 

Food  Poisoning... 

0*  13 

0-20 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

o-oo 

0  003 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

003 

0004 

^Puerperal  Pyrexia 

609 

14-26 

Tuberculosis, 

Pulmonarv 

018 

0  59 

Tuberculosis, 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

008 

008 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

000 

0-44 

*  per  1,000  Total  (I.ive  and  Still)  Births, 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pulmonary 
Males  jFemales 

Non-Pul 

Males 

rnonary 

Females 

Number  on  Register  at  31st 
December,  1957 

42 

20 

7 

7 

New  cases  notified 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Moved  into  district 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Moved  out  of  district  ... 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Recovered 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Died  from  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Died  from  other  causes 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Number  on  Register  at  31st 
December,  1958 

38 

20 

6 

7 

Year 

New 

Notifications 

Total  Cases 
on  Register 

Deaths 

Recoveries 

1 

1954 

7  1 

, 

82 

3 

2 

1955 

15 

75 

Nil 

14 

1956 

3 

79 

1 

3 

1957 

5 

76 

i 

4 

1958 

2 

71 

1 

2 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946— Section  26. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  a  County  Council  respons¬ 
ibility,  and  the  figures  given  below  have  been  kindly  supplied  bv 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were  Immunised 
during  the  year  : 


Immunisation 

against 

Age  of  Child 

1 

J  Reinforcing 
Injections 

Under  1  j 

1-4  | 

5—14 

Total  | 

Diphtheria  . 

53 

31 

23 

107 

122 

Whooping  Cough 

61 

23 

3 

87 

— 

Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were  Vaccinated 
against  Smallpox  during  the  year  : 


Vaccination 

against 

Smallpox 

Under 

1  yr. 

Agt 

lyr. 

?  of  Ch 

2-4 

ild 

6-14 

15  & 

over 

Total 

Revac¬ 

cinations 

62 

5 

1 

3 

5 

76 

29 
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PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS  AND  EMPLOYMENT  IN 

THE  DISTRICT. 


The  Rural  District  is  situated  in  the  North-western  portion 
of  the  County  and  covers  an  area  of  49,727  acres.  There  are  26 
parishes  within  the  district,  each  with  a  village  or  hamlet  forming 
a  nucleus. 

Agriculture  is  the  major  industry,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
population  being  engaged  either  directly  or  indirectly  with  it. 

Increased  mechanisation  of  farming  has,  however,  in  recent 
years  caused  a  reduction  in  agricultural  employment  with  the  result 
that  an  increasing  number  of  persons  are  employed  in  other 
industries  at  either  Hereford  or  Leominster,  and  travel  to  and 
fro  daily. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Comprehensive  Scheme 

Work  was  commenced  during  September  on  the  installation 
of  trunk  and  subsidiary  mains  to  supply  the  parishes  of  Yazor, 
Norton  Canon,  Staunton-on-Wye,  Kings  Pyon«,  Canon  Pyon, 
Dilwyn  and  Eardisland  and  to  augment  the  Weobley  supply. 

(b)  Weobley  Village  Supply 

It  was  necessary  to  curtail  supplies  to  the  village  during  June 
and  July  on  account  of  reduced  yield  from  the  springs. 

The  water  was  turned  off  during  the  late  evening  and  turned 
on  again  early  in  the  morning. 

The  estimated  average  daily  flow  from  the  Hurst  springs  was 
24,668  gallons  per  day,  whilst  the  average  daily  consumption  in 
Weobley  Village  was  18,602  gallons  per  day. 


(c)  Domestic  Water  Supplies 

Number  of  Houses  supplied  with  water  by  Local 

Authority’s  mains  and  stand  pipes  ...  173 

Number  of  Houses  supplied  with  water  by  Private 

Water  Undertakings  (Hereford  Corporation)  295 

Number  of  Houses  supplied  with  water  from  other 

supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  200  (Est.) 


17 


(d.)  Parish  Water  Supplies 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  area  is  still  provided  with  water 
supplies  from  local  sources,  such  as  wells,  spring's  and  private 
boreholes.  From  time  to  time  during  the  past  seven  years  reports 
have  been  made  to  the  appropriate  committee  with  a  view  to  pro¬ 
moting  the  installation  of  piped  public  supplies. 


(e)  Water  for  Agricultural  Purposes 

The  small  scheme  for  Dorstone  and  part  Birley  was  finally 
completed  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  A  further  small 
agricultural  extension  was  reported  upon,  which,  when  installed, 
will  connect  the  village  of  Dilwyn  with  the  Birley  scheme. 


(j)  Water  Supplies  for  Council  Housing  Development 

The  borehole  supply  for  Dilwyn  Council  Houses  and  the  springs 
at  Eardisland  will  form  part  of  the  village  schemes  in  each  case 
during  the  next  year. 

The  borehole  at  Almeley  continues  to  yield  a  satisfactory  supply 
for  the  twenty-one  houses  on  West  View  Estate. 


(g)  The  Examination  and  Sampling  of  Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  98  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  one  sample  for  chemical  examination. 
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Table  of  Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological 

Examination 


Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Total 

Public  Supplies  (Weobley)  (chlorinated)... 

3 

3 

Public  Supplies  (Weobley)  (not  chlor.)  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Council  Houses  :  Almeley 

2 

1 

3 

Canon  Pyon 

2 

— 

2 

Dilwyn 

3 

1 

4 

Eardisland 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Supplies  (wells,  springs  and 

private  supplies) 

30 

51 

81 

44 

54 

98 

Table  of  Samples  submitted  for  Chemical  Examination 


Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

Total 

Public  Supplies  (Weobley) 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

* 

— 

_ 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Weobley  is  the  only  village  in  the  area  which  is  provided  with 
public  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  plant.  The  sewage  works  was 
taken  over  by  the  Council  during  August,  1957. 

No  further  developments  have  arisen  in  regard  to  the  proposed 
sewage  disposal  scheme  for  Dilwyn  Village. 

The  Council’s  attention  has  again  been  drawn  to  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  conditions  at  Mansel  Lacy  Village.  Authority  was  given 
for  preliminary  investigations  to  be  carried  out  with  a  view  to  the 
advancement  of  a  sewage  disposal  scheme,  but  pressure  of  other 
work  and  staff  shortage  prevented  any  further  action  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 


Number  of  Houses  connected  to  Public  Sewers 
Number  of  Houses  connected  to  satisfactory 
private  disposal  works  ... 

Number  of  Houses  using  chemical,  pail  or  earth 
closets  with  satisfactory  disposal 
Number  of  Houses  without  satisfactory  means  of 
Sewage  Disposal 


156 

344  (est.) 
not  known 
not  known 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Throughout  the  year  the  collection  service  has  been  satisfac¬ 
torily  maintained  ;  on  the  instructions  of  the  Council  the  service 
has  been  extended  from  time  to  time  to  serve  additional  properties. 

The  quantity  of  refuse  placed  out  for  collection  continues  to 
increase,  giving  rise  to  the  opinion  that  a  more  frequent  collection 
might  be  considered. 

It  is  not  easy  to  find  suitable  tipping  sites.  The  tip  at  Stretford 
will  be  completely  filled  within  the  next  twelve  months  and  unless 
another  site  can  be  found  it  will  become  necessary  to  concentrate 
all  tipping  at  Sarnesfield,  where  tipping  space  is  limited. 

The  four  weekly  refuse  collection  scheme  embraces  all  parishes 
During  the  year  the  refuse  vehicle  travelled  over  7,000  miles  on 
the  various  rounds.  The  estimated  average  mileage  per  gallon 
is  7  6. 

Within  our  limited  means,  every  e-ffort  is  made  to  keep  the 
refuse  tips  tidy  ;  it  is,  however,  difficult  to  obtain  soil  for  coverage 
free  of  charge  and,  from  a  public  health  point  of  view,  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  essential  that  adequate  coverage  for  tipped  refuse  be 
provided. 

Clean  waste  paper  and  cardboard  is  accepted  for  salvage  if 
placed  out  for  collection. 

DISINFECTIONS. 

Terminal  disinfection  is  carried  out  as  requisite.  Formalin  gas 
or  Sulphur  dioxide  being  employed  when  appropriate. 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
RODENT  CONTROL. 


Throughout  the  year  at  two  monthly  intervals  the  Council’s 
Pests  Inspector  has  proceeded  with  a  routine  survey  of  the  entire 
area.  Local  Authority  properties  (sewers,  refuse  tips,  etc.),  have 
been  treated  with  poison  bait  at  regular  intervals  and  at  otrar 
times  when,  after  inspections,  this  has  been  considered  necessary. 

Following  receipt  of  circular  PDP/1958/4  during  June,  the 
Council  agreed  to  undertake  a  limited  amount  of  farm  contract 
work  for  rodent  destruction.  Letters  were  sent  to  farmers  con¬ 
cerned  offering  the  services  of  the  Council’s  staff  but,  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  only  two  contracts  had  been  signed.  A  number 
of  farmers  are  now  apparently  undertaking  treatment  work  In¬ 
direct  labour. 

The  folowing  table  describes  the  properties  dealt  with  and  visits 
made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  : 
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Rodent  Control — Summary  of  Inspections  and  Treatments 
for  the  Year  Ended  December  31st,  1958. 


1 

I  Local 
Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

All  other 
(includ. 
Business 
Premises) 

Total 

Total  No.  of  Properties 
in  L^cal  Atuhoritly’s 
district  . 

12 

1,689 

383 

132 

1,8,33 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1958 
as  a  result  of  notifi- 
catiou  . 

6 

4 

12 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1958 
as  a  result  of  survey  ... 

35 

1,284 

842 

156 

2,317 

Total  number  of  visits 
made  during  1958 

40 

1,381 

H50 

173 

2,444 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  which  were 
found  to  be  seriously 
infested  with  mice 
(a)  Major  . 

1 

1 

(b)  Minor  . 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  which  were 
found  to  be  seriously 
infested  with  rats 

(a)  Major  . 

(b)  Minor  . 

6 

43 

ill 

12 

172 

Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  treated  by  Local 
Authority  . 

6 

43 

3 

12 

64 

Number  of  notices  serv¬ 
ed  under  Section  Four 
(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  Works 
(i.e.  proofing) 

— 

— 

— 

* - 

— 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  tak¬ 
en  by  Local  Authority 
following  the  issue  of 
notice  under  Section  4 

Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  block  control 
schemes  carried  out  ... 

— 

12 

— 

— 

12 

Block  control  schemes  are  carried  out  when,  after  survey,  it 
has  been  ascertained  that  two  or  more  adjoining-  properties  are 
infested. 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE 
YEAR. 


As  required  in  accordance  with  the 
18  of  Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’ 
lations,  1935  : 

provisions  of  paragraph 
(outside  London)  Regu- 

Inspections  under  : 

Number 

Informal 

Notices 

Served 

Statutory 

Notices 

Served 

Notices 

complied 

with 

Building  Inspections  and  New 
Buildings 

141 

Building  Plans 

67 

— 

— 

— 

Building  Byelaws 

25 

— 

— 

— 

Council  Housing  Schemes 

58 

— 

— 

— 

Council  House  Management  and 

Maintenance 

324 

— 

— 

— 

Council  House  Tenancy  Investi- 

gations  ... 

92 

— 

— 

— 

Drainage 

27 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfestations 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Establishment 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  Act 

22 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Premises 

58 

1 

— 

1 

Housing  Inspections  ... 

155 

2 

— 

2 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 

Act,  1958 

138 

— 

— 

— 

Hop-Pickers’  Quarters 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Act,  1957 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Licenses  and  Samples 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Lodging  Houses 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Meat  Inspection 

95 

— 

*- 

— 

Milk  Samples 

54 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

95 

— 

— 

— 

Moveable  Dwellings 

14 

1 

— 

1 

Nuisances 

9 

2 

— 

2 

Planning  Duties 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Inspections 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Offices 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Regional  Water  Scheme 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Rent  Act 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ... 

68 

— 

— 

— 

Rodent  Control 

7 

*- 

— 

— 

Sewage  Disposal 

174 

— 

— 

— 

Valuation  of  Property  ... 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Samples 

41 

15 

— 

15 

Water  Supplies 

563 

— 

— 

Totals 

2,315 

22 

— 

22 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948. 

There  are  no  large  factories  within  the  Rural  Area  and  the 
number  of  persons  employed  in  such  factories  as  exist  is  quite 
small. 

The  list  of  factories  within  the  Rural  Area  is  as  follows  : 


FACTORIES 
Mechanical  Power 
with  without 

Total 

Other 

Premises 

Almeley 

3 

3 

1 

Blakemere  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Byford 

-  - 

— 

— 

Canon  Pyon 

-.  :r.  3  -  - 

3 

1 

Dilwyn 

1 

1 

1 

Earlisland 

1 

1 

1 

Kinnersley  ... 

—  — 

— 

1 

Moccas 

1 

1 

— 

Norton  Canon 

—  — 

- 

1 

Preston-on- Wye 

—  — 

— 

1 

Weobley 

5 

5 

1 

16 

16 

8 

The  “Other  Premises”  described  in  the  above  list  of  factories 
include  worshops,  such  as  tradesmen’s  premises  at  which  no  one 
except  the  owner  or  owners  are  employed.  These  premises  are 
outside  the  definition  of  “  Factories  ”  as  described  in  the  Act. 
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HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958. 

A  total  of  eleven  improvement  schemes  were  approved  by  the 
Council  during-  the  year. 

Since  1952  (when  the  Council  first  implemented  the  provisions 
of  the  Act)  a  total  of  52  proposals  have  been  approved  by  the 
Council,  one  of  which  was  later  withdrawn  bv  the  applicant. 

HOUSING  AND  BUILDING  DEVELOPMENT. 

No  Council  Housing  Schemes  at  all,  with  the  exception  of  the 
long  delayed  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  the  remaining  portion 
of  Whitehill  House  into  two  houses  and  one  fiat  suitable  for  two 
persons,  have  been  proceeded  with  during  the  year. 

From  time  to  time  the  Council  has  been  reminded  of  the 
housing  position  within  the  district  and  of  the  number  of  out¬ 
standing  applications  for  Council  Housing  accommodation,  to  say 
nothing  of  unfit  property  so  far  reported  under  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey. 


A  Summary  of  Council  Housing  Schemes  ks  as  follows  : 


Completed 

Year 

Under 

Construction 

Year 

Houses  in 
Preparatory 
Stages 

Year 

Almeley 

8 

1951 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

1956 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bishopstona 

2 

1945 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Canon  Pyon 

2 

1945 

— 

— 

24 

1953 

Dilwyn 

12 

1953 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eardisland 

4 

1954 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Norton  Canon  ... 

2 

1944 

— 

— 

12 

1952 

Stauntomon-Wye 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

1952 

Weobley 

14 

1949 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1 955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

1956 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1957 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(conversion) 

1 

1948 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(conversions) 

2 

1952 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(conversions) 

5 

1952 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(conversions) 

3 

128 

1958 

— 

68 
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PRIVATE  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT. 


Eight  new  private  dwellings  were  completed  during-  the  year 
and  the  construction  of  a  further  nine  was  commenced. 

Wherever  possible  the  utmost  assistance  has  been  given  by  the 
staff  to  promote  private  building. 


RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

The  following-  table  describes  the  present  position  in  regard 
to  the  number  of  houses  so  far  surveyed  : 


Parish 

Houses 

No.  of 

Survey 

House 

l 

2 

Houses 

3  4 

in  each  Category 

5 

Almeley 

164 

55 

24 

5 

17 

2 

7 

Birley 

44 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Bishopstone 

51 

3 

— 

— 

r 

— 

•w 

Blakemere  ... 

30 

2 

— 

— 

l 

— 

1 

Bridge  Sollars 

13 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brinsop 

34 

7 

— 

1 

4 

— 

2 

Brobury  . ..— 

10 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— i 

Bvford 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Canon  I  Von 

165 

7 

— 

1 

3 

— 

3 

Dilwyn 

252 

13 

2 

— 

7 

— 

4 

Eardisland 

159 

4 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

Kings  Pyon 

92 

19 

— 

— 

8 

— 

11 

Kinne  rfcley 

67 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Letton 

29 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mansell  Gamage  ... 

20 

5 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Mansel  I^acy 

75 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Moccas 

38 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

Moron  ington-on- Wye 

19 

19 

1 

5 

8 

— 

5 

Norton  Canon 

66 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I  ’res  ton -on -Wye  ... 

51 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Sarnesfield 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Staunton-on- Wye 

110 

•110 

22 

9 

51 

1 

27 

Stretford 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weoblev 

240 

185 

81 

15 

55 

3 

31 

Wormesley 

12 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

Yazor 

286 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

-- 

Totals 

2095 

444 

130 

38 

171 

6 

99 
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HOUSING  CLASSIFICATION. 


Category  1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Category  2.  Houses  with  minor  defects. 

Category  3.  Houses  requiring-  repair,  structural  alterations  or 

improvements. 


Category  4.  Houses  which  are  considered  appropriate  for  re-con¬ 
ditioning. 

Category  5.  Houses  which  are  considered  to  he  unfit  for  habi¬ 
tation  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  expense. 

There  are  some  2,095  houses  within  the  district,  and  of  444  so 
far  surveyed,  approximately  22  3  per  cent  have  been  classified  as 
unfit  for  habitation  and  38*5  per  cent,  as  requiring  repair,  struc¬ 
tural  alterations  or  improvements  (Category  3). 


BUILDING  PLANS. 

A  total  of  96  applications  were  dealt  with  during  the  twelve 
months  ending  31st  December,  as  follows  : 


Plans  and  particulars  relating  to — 

Private  Houses 
Alterations  and  Additions  ... 

Drainage  Systems  (installations  and  additions) 
Schools  (alterations  and  additions) 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

Farm  Buildings 
Private  Garages 
Accesses  ... 

Advertisement  Signs 
Overhead  Lines  for  Electricity  Board 
Deep  Litter  Houses 
Tool  Sheds 

Wood  Working  Machine  Shop 
Change  of  use  of  Land  or  Buildings  ... 

Sites  for  Moveable  Dwellings 
Sites  for  Private  Dwellings  ... 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes 
Covered  Yards 


11 

£> 

7 

1 

2 

6 

12 

5 

1 

7 
3 
1 
1 
2 
5 

8 
1 
1 
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STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  AND  CARBIDE. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  petrol  storage  capacity  amounted 
to  23,750  gallons. 

There  are  seven  petrol  filling  stations  and  thirty-six  private 
storag-e  tanks,  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit. 

No  licenses  were  issued  during-  the  year  for  the  storage  of 
carbide. 


HOP-PICKERS’  DWELLINGS. 

l'he  introduction  of  machinery'  for  hop-picking  has  meant  that 
local  labour  has  largely  satisfied  the  demands  on  smaller  farms, 
thus  very  few  dwellings  were  used  during  the  season. 

Number  of  Farms  having  accommodation  for  pickers  1 

Number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  ...  ...  5 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  control  of  milk  supplies  is  administered  by  the  National 
Agricultural  Advisory  Service. 

Fifty-eight  inspections  of  food  premises  have  been  made, 
chiefly  in  connection  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  It  has 
not  yet  been  possible  to  proceed  further  as  the  existing  staff  is 
already  working  to  capacity  ;  the  Council’s  attention  was  drawn 
to  this  matter  in  the  Inspector’s  report  dated  30th  Sept.,  1957. 


SCHOOL  MILK. 

By  arrangemen  with  the  County  Council,  samples  of  milk  are 
obtained  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  also 
for  biological  examination. 

Number  of  Bacteriological  samples  taken  ...  47 
Number  of  Biological  samples  taken  ...  4 

Twenty-nine  less  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  exam¬ 
ination  this  vear  than  in  1957. 

J 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS. 


There  are  two  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  both 
of  which  have  been  regularly  u$ed  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

During  the  year  121  beasts,  5  calves,  155  pigs,  49  sheep  and 
270  lambs  were  slaughtered  at  the  two  establishments  and,  after 
inspection,  the  following  meat  was  considered  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  was  voluntarily  surrendered  : 

11  Bovine  livers,  6  Pigs’  livers,  16  Lambs’  livers,  5 
Sheeps’  livers,  1  Pig’s  head,  1  Sheep’s  leg,  loin  and 
pluck,  2  Sheeps’  heads  and  2  Lambs’  hocks. 

The  general  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  in  this  area  is 
high.  By  comparison  with  1957,  slightlv  fewer  animals  wene 
slaughtered  in  the  area — 6%  less,  but  this  can  no  doubt  be  attrib¬ 
uted  to  the  gradual  closing  down  of  the  temporary  housing  estate 
at  Foxley  by  the  Hereford  City  Council. 

100%  inspection  of  all  carcasses  and  organs  has  been  main¬ 
tained,  although,  as  last  year,  this  has  frequently  meant  that 
extra  time  outside  normal  working  hours  has  been  worked. 

THE  MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM. 

There  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturing  premises  in  the  area. 
All  ice  cream  sold  is  obtained  in  pre-packed  wrappers  from  reput¬ 
able  manufacturers  and  stored  in  refrigerator  containers  prior 
to  sale. 

Two  further  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  ice  cream  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  This  now  makes  a  total  of  17 
registered  premises. 

Number  of  ice  cream  samples  submitted  for  examination  14 


FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  list  of  food  premises  within  the  rural  area  is  as  follows  : 
Premises  Number 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  •••  4 

Grocers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  18 

Inns  and  Hotels  ...  ...  •••  22 

Snack  Bars  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

45 


There  are  also  a  number  of  smaller  shops  which  sell  sundry 
items  of  food  and  sweets,  chiefly  in  pre-packed  wrappers. 
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